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I am not exactly who I want to be right now,
but I am so much of who I wanted to be two
years ago, and I owe that, to the people right
in front of me. 
 
I have sailed for seven years of my life, but
until this year I haven’t fully understood what
a sailor is. A sailor is someone who is kind,
who is hardworking, who can manage the
million things flying around their head at
once. But most of all, a sailor is gritty. We
are the kind of people that roll up our sleeves
and get to work, we climb to over 40 meters
without any fear for our safety even in the
pitch black of night, we look to make
connections because we simply do not have
time to wait around for it to happen. We are
the people that dance through storms but
best of all, we are the dreamers.
 
Tall ships draw a different kind of person
than those comfortable with everyday life,
mainly because it feels like everything we do
is designed to make us uncomfortable. Yet
even when pirating was at its peak, the crews
weren’t just stocked with your standard
buccaneers, filling the ranks were
revolutionaries. People who had run away to
a system that was democratic, that was at
the forefront of the new world order. They
were dreamers too. 

The young people in front of me are the most
remarkable I have ever met, and we are going
to change the world. 
 

Perhaps you are going to be a famous director,
or an engineer. A pilot, or a nurse. Yet no matter
what you do, at the end of the day, everyone has
the power to change the world. If and only if you
are brave enough to fight for what you believe in
more than anything. I suppose I am lucky having
already found that one thing I believe in, and if
you’re wondering what it is look no further than
the ceremony today; because they are your
children, they are your siblings, and your friends.
But most importantly they are you. Because if
there is one thing sailing has taught me, is that
my crew mates have my back, through absolutely
anything. 

So no I am not scared like I once was to go out
into the ‘real’ world because the impact the
people coming with me will have, is going to be
just as good as the people they are. Im not
scared because the future leaders of the world,
grew up on a tall ship, with 48 other teenagers
just as crazy as them.
— Claire Cuddihy, Graduation Speech
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We came into this experience with hope,
excitement, and trepidation in equal measure.
Leaving our families, friends, and creature
comforts behind, we dove in headfirst and hoped
for the best. Just like you, we wanted to find our
people, settle in, and go on an adventure unlike
anything we had experienced before. Well, this
year has not disappointed! Every day has been
filled with novelty and surprises. Looking back
on it now, it’s hard to pinpoint the exact moment
when we truly became a community. Maybe it
was on day one, as we lugged sea bags, talked a
mile a minute, and settled into our new normal.
Or was it on the bus back to Natura, satisfied
and exhausted after a long day clearing gardens
and prepping food? It could be when we fought
through seasickness together and finally,
thankfully, made it out the other side. Perhaps it
was when we sat together watching the sun
disappear behind a golden dune in perfect
silence. Was it when we launched ourselves into
the gloriously glittery Atlantic during our first
swim call? Or maybe when we rang in the new
year, lighting up the jungle with sparklers? It
could have happened during the tearful semester
one goodbyes under tropical palms, or the
bright-eyed hellos a few days later as we
welcomed new students over milk and cookies.
Was it when we stood back and admired a fresh
coat of paint, danced up a storm in a humid
studio, or marvelled at playful dolphins
swimming alongside? Maybe it was during that
second Atlantic crossing, as we slid from one
side of the classroom to the other in a landslide
of notebooks, laptops, and coffee mugs. Most
likely, it didn’t happen all at once. Every caring
glance, kind word, dance break, laughing fit,
crying session, and peaceful pause brought us
closer. We started to get vulnerable with each
other, to get silly, and to get weird. There’s
nowhere to hide on a ship this small, so we saw
all sides of each other and learned to embrace
everything. No matter how it happened, we’re so
glad it did. 
As you head into new waters, remember you’ve
got a steady crew behind you. Wherever the
current takes you, we’ll be cheering you on!

An old man was walking on the beach
one morning after a storm. In the distance, he
could see someone moving like a dancer.
As he came closer, he saw that it was a young
boy picking up starfish and gently throwing
them into the ocean. Approaching the boy he
asked 
"Young man, what are you doing?"
"Throwing starfish back into the ocean. The sun
is up, and the tide is going out, if I do not throw
them back in they will die," he replied.
The man laughed and said "But young man, do
you not realise that there
are many miles of beach and thousands of
starfish?
You cannot possibly make a difference."
After listening politely, the boy bent down to
pick up another starfish and threw it into the
sea.
Smiling, he answered the man "It made a
difference to that one."

Based on The Star Thrower by Loren Eiseley,
submitted by Grace Van Gurp
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As we leave here, I think its
important that we appreciate this adventure for
exactly what it has been, instead of trying
to block out the ‘bad’ parts to focus on the good.’
A regret doesn’t have to be a regret, it
can just be an idea that you stick in your pocket
and carry with you to the next place.
Fair winds and following seas, 
As you head into new waters, remember you’ve
got a steady crew behind you. Wherever the
current takes you, we’ll be cheering you on!
-Anya DeCaires

Art by Gavin  Zoffman

The concept of graduation has always struck me
as so strange. Time after time, we jump
into a new place, a community with fresh faces
and ideas and experiences waiting to be
had, and we know before it even begins that it
has a definite, immovable end. Whether or
not we love it or hate it, whether or not we’re
wishing for one more second or counting
down until its over, we have no say in when it
ends. Obviously, that’s life. Everything is
temporary. And that might not even be a bad
thing - I know I’d be bored out of my mind
if I was stuck in the same place for all eternity -
but it can also be a little disheartening to
know before you even start something, no matter
how much of yourself you devote to it,
there will be a day when it all stops and your
chance is over. No matter how much you
want to, no matter how many ideas are spinning
around in your head, your time is up, and
you will be judged not by your intentions but by
the tangible actions and experiences you
had. This is the point where someone is going to
say something about trying to live life
without regrets, about giving yourself grace and
being grateful for all you have gotten to
do, and of course they are right. It makes no
sense to wallow in disappointment or
longing for parts of your story that never
happened. It feels much nicer to turn your
thoughts to the reasons why you wish for more
time in the first place. To bask in the fun
memories and shared moments that leave you
wishing for more, and to celebrate your
triumph over the challenges that have jumped
out at you through it all. I think though,
that the most important lessons are sometimes
those that come out of those nagging
thoughts, the ones telling you that you should’ve
done more of xyz or spent more time on
abc, because those are the ones that reveal what
you truly care about. When you can
greet those uncomfortable, often harsh
perspectives with curiosity instead of
defensiveness or disappointment, you can try to
get to the point where you can take what
you’ve learned about yourself and leave behind
the unhelpful unkindness that surrounds
it. And then as a reward you get to do it all over
again!!!



Art by River Dury
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Someone recently told me the quote "you are a
mosaic of every person you've ever loved" and I
felt it to my very core. I feel so grateful to have
spent six months trapped on a ship with all of
you, where when facing challenging
circumstances, I’ve seen strength, resilience,
compassion, and friendship surface and shine in
each of you and it has inspired me unlike
anything else.
I think a global citizen is someone who learns to
see the world through eyes beyond their own.
And so, this year has been the greatest lesson
on global citizenship I could have asked for.
Claire, Klava, Ali, Dawson, Anton and Tim: From
you, I learned that leadership is rooted in
kindness and compassion. By being reliable
friends, constantly encouraging others, always
being willing to lend a helping hand, and creating
a bubble of light around you where people feel
valued, supported and inspired to do their best.
Emeric, Shaun, Max, Alvaro, Mau, Oskar and
Alyssa: From you, i've learnt that happiness is
created within. No matter how bad the weather
was, how long the watch was, or how tired you
were, you found a way to create the joy in you,
and make everyone around you smile and laugh.
River, Nezy, Tiger, and Isabelle: From you, I learnt
what it is to be authentic, and walk the world
with confidence by staying true to who you are.
You express yourselves with individuality, and
stand firmly in your values. You live with genuine
confidence and self belief, and have inspired me
to do the same.
This doesn't even begin to encompass all the
ways i've learnt and been inspired by each and
every one of you.
"You are a mosaic of every person you've ever
loved". For the rest of my life, I’ll carry a piece of
each of you within me. Thank you for helping me
become who I am now.
-Elena Cardenas Garza, Graduation Speech
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Our Journey is complete

Time: 1845 UTC
Ship Time: 1945 (+1 hours)
Date: 24.05.2026
Weather: 35 degrees, partial cloud
Location: Sevilla, Spain
Sailing Status: On Land
Kms Travelled: 4230
NM Travelled: 13137
Days till Graduation: 0

Happy Birthday to…

Indi, who turned 17
Eugenio, who turned 18

Over the summer:
Mau, Caitlin, Beckett, Lucas, Isabelle, Ana, Nezy,
Luca D, Vincent, Nyla, and Angelo
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